
The Economic Impact of the 
Wisconsin Beef Industry

Wisconsin’s beef industry has 
grown considerably in the past 

20 years.

• Since 1987, the cattle feeding industry has 
doubled with over 250,000 head of cattle on 
feed in the state, putting Wisconsin at 12th 
in the U.S. in this category.

• Since 1986, the beef cow inventory in the 
U.S. has decreased by 8.5%, while Wiscon-
sin’s beef cow herd has grown over 44%. 

Much of the state’s beef cow herd is located 
in western and southwestern portions of the 
state. Grant County, the state’s top beef cow 

county, has nearly 10% of the  
state’s beef cows

On-farm beef production and  
beef processing:

• Provides 35,100 jobs in Wisconsin

• Contributes $2.1 billion in total income

• Accounts for $6.94 billion on farm and 
processing revenue

• Generates over $200 million in state
   and local government revenues



Additional impacts in 
Wisconsin:

•For every ten jobs in on-farm beef
 operations, there are an additional 
 4.5 jobs supported

•Every $100 of income (wages,
  salaries, etc.) generated by beef
  farms provides an additional $117
  of income elsewhere in the  
  Wisconsin economy

Change in Beef Cow Numbers from  
January 1, 2003 to January 1, 2013  

(1000 Head)
In the past 10 years, Wisconsin is only one of 
ten states that have increased beef cow  
numbers and it had the second largest growth 
behind Oklahoma.
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