U. S. AGRICULTURE STATISTICS 

(Source: Agriculture Council of America; www.agday.org)

In General 

· Today’s U.S. farmer feeds about 144 people here and abroad each day, compared to 46 in 1960. 

· Nearly 22 million people are employed in farm or farm-related jobs. 

· Almost 99 percent of U.S. farms are owned by individuals, family partnerships or family corporations. 

· U.S. consumers spend 9.3 percent of their annual income on food, compared to 22 percent in the United Kingdom and 26 percent in Japan.  

Modern Production Improvements 

· Farmers and ranchers are producing meat lower in fat and cholesterol, giving consumers a better value for their food dollar. The beef industry, for example, is producing retail beef cuts that are 27 percent leaner than in 1985. 

Setting a Global Dinner Table  

· World population is 6.2 billion today and is expected to reach 7.5 billion by 2020. Much of the world will look to U.S. agriculture to help feed hungry populations. In fact, they already are. For example …

· Agriculture is America’s #1 export; every hour we export $6 million worth of agricultural products. 

· One in three U.S. farm acres is planted for export; 25 percent of gross farm income comes directly from exports. 

· The U.S. produces 45 percent of the word’s soybeans, two out of every three bushels of global corn and one-fourth of the world’s beef supply. 

 Technology 

· With modern farming methods, one acre of U.S. land (about the size of a football field) can produce 42,000 pounds of strawberries; 25,400 pounds of potatoes; 11,000 lettuce heads and more. 

The Original Environmentalists  

· Cattle ranchers and other livestock operators control water run-off with sod waterways, erosion control structures and catch basins. More than 1.3 million acres of grass waterways are maintained in the United States. 

· Farmers use reduced tillage practices on 72 million acres of land to prevent soil erosion

· Agricultural land provides habitat to 75 percent of the nation’s wildlife. 
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Wisconsin Beef Industry Facts...

The Cattle Industry Plays a Vital Role in Wisconsin

	WI Beef Producers:
	14,777

	WI Dairy Producers:
	14,200

	U.S. Ranchers and Cattlemen: 
	956,500 operations with cattle all classes; 
757,000 w/ beef cows; 67,000 with dairy cows 

	WI cash receipts from livestock and livestock products:
	$877.9 million (2006)

	 
	 

	Wisconsin On January 1, 2008
	 

	Total Cattle:
	3.35 million

	Beef Cows:
	265,000

	Dairy Cows:
	1,245,000

	Steers over 500 lbs:
	360,000

	Beef Cow Repl. Heifers:
	65,000 

	Dairy Cow Repl. Heifers: 
	650,000

	Other Heifers: 
	55,000

	Bulls: 
	30,000

	Calves under 500 lbs:
	670,000

	 
	 

	January 1, 2008 total cattle in US:
	97.0 million

	 
	 

	Total Beef Production in WI
	 

	Pounds:
	2.287 billion pounds

	Head: 
	1.7 million head

	Avg. Weight: 
	1,341 lbs.

	Avg. Carcass Weight:
	775 pounds

	Pounds of Beef: 
	546 pounds

	 
	 

	Total Beef Production in US
	 

	Pounds:
	26.3 billion pounds

	Head:
	33.1 million head

	Avg. Weight: 
	1,275 lbs

	Avg. Carcass Weight:
	781 lbs


